
AVOSATHON
C O M B I N I N G  T O R A H  S T U D Y  W I T H  C H E S E D

A  P R O J E C T  O F  P A R S H A T H O N



hkcrtv ht,b says  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . rnut hkcrtv ht,b
Distance yourself from a bad neighbor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . gr ifan ejrv
And don’t associate with a wicked person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  gark rcj,, ktu
And don’t give up hope that the bad person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,ubgrpv in ath,, ktu
will be punished for his deeds

1.  Everyone wants to have friends, but we must be careful to choose the right friends.
Friends who are bad influences can cause us trouble.

2.  Nothing that a person does is overlooked. The people who do good things will be
rewarded and those whose deeds are evil will be punished.

 vban w z
erp w t

p o i n t s t o p o n d e r

vhgna and iuhkyct received the leadership from them . . . . . . . . . . rnut ovn ukce iuhkyctu vhgna
(from htcy ic vsuvh and jya ic iugna)
vhgna says   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . rnut vhgna
Love work . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vftknv ,t cvt
And hate being in a position of power     . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,ubcrv ,t tbau
And don’t join with the government officials . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .,uark gsu,, ktu

1.  A person should keep himself busy.  It is important to do good things with your
time and not to idle.

2.  Even if people in high positions are powerful, there are many difficulties they
have to face.

 vban w h
erp w t

p o i n t s t o p o n d e r
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He (kkv) would say . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . rnut vhv tuv
If I am not concerned about myself, who will be for me?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ?hk hn whk hbt iht ot
And if I am only for myself, what am I?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ?hbt vn whnmgk hbtafu
And if not now, when?   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ?h,nht wuhafg tk otu

1.  Even though we have to be concerned about other people, we must also think of
ourselves:  our health, our families and our education.

2.  Many people only think of themselves, but kkv teaches us that we must also think
of others.

3. “Never put off for tomorrow what you can do today”.

 vban
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p o i n t s t o p o n d e r

“hk hn whk hbt iht ot :rnut vhv tuv”
Everyone has the potential to do wonderful things. The trick is to find our strengths and to 

build on them. 
A man came to the Baal Shem Tov and cried to him, “Rebbe, I have been praying for 

years to see thcbv uvhkt/ I haven’t been able to. How can I be worthy to see him?” The Baal 
Shem Tov said, “Fill your wagon with food and clothing, travel to the city where the widow, 
Rebbitzin Feigy lives with her large family. Take the wagon and empty it into her home.” 
The man followed the Baal Shem Tov’s instructions. When he came to the widow’s door, he 
heard Rebbitzin Feigy crying to her children, “Oy, my dear children, we don’t have enough 
food and your clothing is torn and threadbare!” Her young son replied, “Don’t cry, Mommy. 
‘v will help us!” At that moment, the man opened the door and unloaded the contents of his 
wagon into the house. The surprised widow and children now had all the food and clothing 
they needed. The man looked around the room, hoping to see thcbv uvhkt, as the Baal Shem 
Tov had promised, but he did not see him. 

The man traveled back to the Baal Shem Tov and said, “I did exactly what the Rebbe has 
told me but I did not see thcbv uvhkt.” The Baal Shem Tov told him to return to the widow’s 
house once more with food and clothing. He obeyed the Rebbe and went back. 

Again, he heard the widow cry, “Oy, tomorrow is ruphf ouh and we don’t have enough food 
or the nice clothing.” Again her son said, “Don’t worry, Mommy. ‘v will help!” 

At that moment, the man opened the door and unloaded his wagon once again to the 
wonder of the widow and her children! The little boy’s sister turned to her brother and said, 
“Who is this man who always comes when we are in need?” The boy answered, “He must be 
thcbv uvhkt!”

Yes, we all have in ourselves the ability to be thcbv uvhkt. Don’t look elsewhere, just look 
into your own abilities, and you will be successful.

m i s h n a h i n s i g h t s
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htna says  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . rnut htna
Make your vru, study fixed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . gce l,ru, vag
Speak little, but do a lot  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vcrv vagu ygn rnt
And greet every person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ostv kf ,t kcen huvu
With a cheerful face. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,uph ohbp rcxc

1. Set aside time for vru, study every day and you will be successful.

2.  Actions speak louder than words. It is more important to do good things than to talk
about them.

3.  You can brighten another person’s day by greeting him or her with a smile and a warm
hello.

 vban
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p o i n t s t o p o n d e r

kthknd ic iugna icr says   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . rnut kthknd ic iugna icr
The world exists because of three things   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ohe okugv ohrcs vaka kg
Because of justice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ihsv kg
And because of truth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,ntv kgu
And because of peace  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .oukav kgu
As it says:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . :rntba
“Truth and justice, peace should rule in your gates”  . . . . . . . . “ofhrgac uypa wouka ypanu ,nt”

1. Honest people help the world exist.

2. It is very important that we all follow the laws of the country.

3. The world would be a better place if we could all get along.

 vban
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hcr (thabv vsuvh hcr) says   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . rnut hcr
What is the proper path (in life) a person should choose? . . . . . ?ostv uk rcha vrah lrs thv uzht
One that is honorable and distinguished for the one who takes it  . . . . . . . vagk ,rtp, thva kf
And one that brings him honor and distinction from people  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ostv in uk ,rtp,u
And be as careful with a “minor” vumn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vrunjcf vke vumnc rhvz huvu
as you are with a “major” one
Because you do not know the reward for ,uumn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,umn ka irfa i,n gsuh v,t ihta
And think about the loss you have when you don’t do a . . . . . .  vrfa sdbf vumn sxpv cajn huvu
vumn compared to the reward you get for doing it
And think about the gain that you have when not doing an   . . . . . . . . . . . vsxpv sdbf vrhcg rfau
vrcg compared to the punishment you get for doing it
Think about three things   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ohrcs vakac kf,xv
and you will not come to do a sin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vrcg hshk tc v,t ihtu
Know what is above you  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . lnn vkgnk vn gs
An eye that sees. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vtur ihg
And an ear that hears  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .,gnua izutu
And all your acts are recorded in a book. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ohc,fb rpxc lhagn kfu

1.  One should not think that seemingly easy ,uumn receive less reward than seemingly
hard ,uumn.

2. A person should always realize what he loses by doing sins instead of doing ,uumn.

3.  We should always imagine that there is a camera and a tape recorder in Heaven seeing
and listening to everything we do and say.

 vban
 w t
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p o i n t s t o p o n d e r

“ohc,fb rpxc lhagn kfu w,gnua izutu wvtur ihg”
The Chofetz Chaim asked, “Why are there so many more inventions in our generation 

than ever before? Now we have telephones, cameras, stereos and more?” He answered that 
although the vru, says that there is an eye watching from afar and an ear hearing from far 
and all the actions of a person are recorded, people didn’t believe it. Now that we have  
telephones, cameras and stereos, we can better understand how this is true.

Many of the great Torah scholars and Rabbis gathered at the first World Agudah 
Convention in Europe. Photographers wanted to take pictures, but some scholars didn’t 
want their pictures taken. Rabbi Meir Shapiro k”mz, who instituted the system of Daf Yomi, 
learning one page of trnd a day, felt strongly that the event should be recorded on film, so 
that future generations could be inspired by the faces of these great people. He related it 
to the story of ehsmv ;xuh, who was saved from sinning when he saw the face of his father, 
ubhct cegh, looking down at him in the room. Just looking at the faces of our great ohehsm can 
greatly effect a person! This is why so many people have pictures of Gedolim on the walls of 
their homes.

m i s h n a h i n s i g h t s

AVOSATHON 732-719-1772 I PARSHA@CHAILIFELINE.ORG



kkv says  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . rnut kkv
Do not separate yourself from the community . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . rucmv in aurp, kt
And do not believe in yourself until the day of your death . . . . . . . . .l,un ouh sg lnmgc ihnt, ktu
And do not judge your fellow man   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . unuenk ghd,a sg lrcj ,t ihs, ktu
until you have reached his place 
Do not make a statement that cannot easily be understood,. . . . wgunak rapt hta rcs rnt, ktu
thinking it will be understood eventually  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . gnavk upuxa
And do not say when I have free time, I will study vru,w  . . . . . . . . . . . . . vbat vbptafk rnt, ktu
for perhaps you will never have free time. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vbp, tk tna

1. A person should try to have a group of friends. It is not healthy to be alone.

2. Do not judge your friends until you go through a similar experience.

3.  Don’t put off learning, hoping you will eventually have time, because that may
never happen.

 vban
 w v
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p o i n t s t o p o n d e r

 He (kkv) used to say  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . rnut vhv tuv
An uncivilized person cannot be afraid of sin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . tyj trh ruc iht
And an unlearned person cannot be a righteous person  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . shxj .rtv og tku
And a bashful person cannot learn  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . snk iahcv tku
And a person who gets angry easily cannot teach. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . snkn ispev tku
And a person who spends too much time   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ohfjn vrujxc vcrnv kf tku
in business cannot become wise
And in a place where there are no leaders,   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . aht ,uhvk ks,av ohabt ihta ouencu
try to be a leader

 vban wu
erp w c

1. When you don’t understand something, don’t be afraid to ask questions.

2. One must study the vru, in order to do ,uumn correctly.

p o i n t s t o p o n d e r
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He (htfz ic ibjuh hcr) said to them (his students) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ovk rnt
Go out and see which is the best path  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vcuy lrs thv uzht utru utm
that a person should attach himself to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ostv vc ecsha
rzghkt hcr says “Look at everything with a good eye”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vcuy ihg :rnut rzghkt hcr
gauvh hcr says, “A good friend” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . cuy rcj :rnut gauvh hcr
hxuh hcr says, “A good neighbor”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . cuy ifa :rnut hxuh hcr
iugna hcr says,   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . skubv ,t vturv :rnut iugna hcr
“One should consider the outcome of his actions”
rzgkt hcr says, “Have a good heart”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . cuy ck :rnut rzgkt hcr
He (htfz ic ibjuh hcr) said to them  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ovk rnt
I prefer the words of lrg ic rzgkt hcr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . lrg ic rzgkt hrcs ,t hbt vtur
to your words  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ofhrcsn
Because his words (a good heart)   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ofhrcs uhrcs kkfca
include everything you said in your words

1. Try to look at things with a positive eye and always be cheerful.

2. A person who is a good friend will have good friends.

3. Think of what the results will be before doing anything.

4. The most important thing to have is a good heart.

 vban
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p o i n t s t o p o n d e r

gauvh hcr says  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . rnut gauvh hcr
An evil eye, bad desires and hatred of other people . . . . . . . . . . . . ,uhrcv ,tbau grv rmhu vgr ihg
Remove a person from the world . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . okugv in ostv ,t ihthmun

1. People who are jealous never enjoy what they have.

2. A person who can’t get along with others will have very few friends.

 vban
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p o i n t s t o p o n d e r
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rzgkt hcr of t,u,rc says . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .rnut t,u,rc aht rzgkt hcr
Give ‘v back from that which He gives you (money, talents, ability) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ukan uk i,
Because you and your possessions are His  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . uka lkau v,ta
And so we find by sus, who says  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . rnut tuv susc ifu
Everything comes from You, and whatever we have  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . lk ub,b lshnu kfv lnn hf
given You, comes from Your hand

1.  Since everything we have comes from ‘v, we must give vesm with the money that
He gives us.

2. This does not apply only to money, but also to abilities and talents.

 vban
 w j

erp w d

p o i n t s t o p o n d e r

He (txus ic tbhbj hcr) used to say . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . rnut vhv tuv
All whose good deeds exceed his wisdom  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . u,nfjn ihcrn uhagna kf
His wisdom will last. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,nhe,n u,nfj
But anyone whose wisdom exceeds his good deeds. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .uhagnn vcrn u,nfja kfu
His wisdom will not last  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,nhe,n u,nfj iht

 vban
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1.  Putting your wisdom into action by doing ,uumn is the best way to become wise.

2.  It is not enough to just learn about vru, and ,usn, you must put your learning into
action.

p o i n t s t o p o n d e r
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txus ic tbhbj hcr says  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . rnut txus ic tbhbj hcr
The person whose fear of sin goes before his wisdom  . . . . . . . . . . . u,nfjk ,nsue utyj ,trha kf
His wisdom will last. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,nhe,n u,nfj
But anyone whose wisdom goes before his fear of sin . . . . . . . . . . utyj ,trhk ,nsue u,nfja kfu
His wisdom will not last  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,nhe,n u,nfj iht

 vban
 t
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1.  We are all given wisdom to use for good purposes and not for bad ones.

2.  People who are plotting to do bad things will always be outsmarted and caught.

p o i n t s t o p o n d e r

“,nhe,n u,nfj wu,nfjk ,nsue utyj ,trha kf”
The vru, tells us that we should not sway from the rulings of the ohnfj, either toward the 

right or left. This means that we should always have tyjv ,trh and ohnfj ,bunt and follow 
the teachings of the ohnfj, even if we don’t understand their meaning.

A Gerrer Kollel talmid, Dovid, lived in a small apartment in Yerushalayim with a wife and 
eight children. In addition to the meager salary he received from the Kollel, he received a 
disability pension from the Israeli government as he suffered from a serious illness and 
could not work. He didn’t have enough to feed his family. 

Dovid spoke to his caseworker about his need for additional funds. The caseworker told 
him that an increase would only be given after an unannounced home visit. Dovid became 
very nervous and decided to ask the Gerrer Rebbe for a bracha. After explaining the case, 
the Rebbe nodded his head, closed his eyes and handed Dovid an orange. He said, “‘v will 
help. Go home and make a blessing on this orange, together with your family.” 

Dovid didn’t understand how this would help, but he decided to follow the Rebbe’s instruc-
tions. Later that evening, he gathered his family around the table and cut the orange into 
ten pieces. He gave one to his wife and each child. They recited the bracha together and ate 
the orange. A few days later, Dovid received the following letter from the government office.

“I came to make a home visit this week, but I did not come into your home. As I got near 
your apartment, I heard through an open window that you were sitting down to a meal with 
your family. You told them that you were cutting a single fruit to share. I did not need to 
come inside to complete my interview, because I saw your need for additional money. Your 
request has been approved and you will be getting an increased check shortly.”

m i s h n a h i n s i g h t s
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He (txus ic tbhbj hcr) used to say  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . rnut vhv tuv
The one whose pleasant actions make him . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ubnhv vjub ,uhrcv jura kf
beloved by his fellow man
He is also beloved by ‘v (because of these actions)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ubnhv vjub ouenv jur
But the one who actions do not   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ubnhv vjub ,uhrcv jur ihta kfu
make him beloved by his fellow man
He is also not beloved by ‘v (because of these actions) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ubnhv vjub ouenv jur iht

1. If someone acts nicely to others, ‘v is surely happy with them in ohna.

2.  If someone acts in a way that is not pleasing to others, his actions are also not pleasing
to ‘v.

 vban
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p o i n t s t o p o n d e r

He (xbhfrv ic txus hcr) used to say. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . rnut xbhfrv ic txus hcr
Sleeping late in the morning  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,hrja ka vba
And drinking wine in the afternoon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ohrvm ka ihhu
And childish conversation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ohskhv ,jhau
And attending the synagogues of the ignorant  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .rtv hng ka ,uhxbf h,c ,chahu
Remove a person from this world  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .okugv in ostv ,t ihtmun
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1. Sleeping late in the morning starts the day off on a wrong note.

2.  Speaking about unimportant things and keeping company with people who are bad
influences can spoil a person’s life.

p o i n t s t o p o n d e r
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He (htzg ic) used to say. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . rnut vhv tuv
You should not treat any person as if he is worthless. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ost kfk zc hv, kt
And you should never think that something has no use . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . rcs kfk dhkpn hv, ktu
Because there is no person  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ost lk ihta
Who does not have a time that he is important . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vga uk ihta
And there is no thing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . rcs lk ihtu
That does not have a place where it is important  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ouen uk ihta

1. We should not insult anyone or anything in this world.

2. We should not look at any of ‘v‘s creations as meaningless or unimportant.

3.  Every person has a special role to play in this world. Everyone can make a unique
donation, and everyone has a time and place where he is important.

 vban w d
erp ws
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hxuh hcr says  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .rnut hxuh hcr
Anyone who honors the vru, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vru,v ,t scfnv kf
Will be honored by people  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,uhrcv kg scfn upud
And anyone who disgraces the vru, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vru,v ,t kkjnv kfu
Will be disgraced by people  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,uhrcv kg kkjn upud
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1.  What are some things included in honoring the vru,?
a. Honoring a vru, rpx
b. Honoring and showing respect for people who study and teach vru,

2.  What are some things included in disgracing the vru,?
a. Disgracing a vru, rpx
b. Disgracing people who study and teach vru,
c. Included in this is also acting in a way that creates a ‘v kukhj (disgracing ‘v‘s name)

p o i n t s t o p o n d e r
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iugna hcr says  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . rnut iugna hcr
There are three crowns  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ov ohr,f vaka
The crown of vru,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vru, r,f
And the crown of vbuvf (priesthood) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .vbvf r,fu
And the crown of kingship  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .,ufkn r,fu
And the crown of a good name. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . cuy oa r,fu
Is superior to all the others  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ivhcd kg vkug

1.  These three crowns correspond to the three things that the world stands on:
vru,, the Temple service and kindness (the Jewish royal kings who represent kindness).

2. The best thing a person can have is a good name.
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cegh hcr says  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .rnut cegh hcr
This world is compared . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vnus vzv okugv
To a hallway  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ruszurpk
Before the World to Come. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . tcv okugv hbpc
You must prepare yourself in the hallway. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ruszurpc lnmg ie,v
So that you will be able to enter  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .xbf,a hsf
The banquet hall  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ihkeryk
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1.  This world is only a hallway in comparison to the importance of the World to Come.
The World to Come is compared to a banquet hall.

2.  A person must prepare properly in this world in order to acquire a good portion in the
next world.

p o i n t s t o p o n d e r

AVOSATHON 732-719-1772 I PARSHA@CHAILIFELINE.ORG



rpev rzgkt hcr says  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . rnut rpev rzgkt hcr
Jealousy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vtbev
And desire. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vut,vu
And looking for honor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .sucfvu
Remove a person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ostv ,t ihthmun
From this world  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . okugv in

JEALOUSY:

1. Don’t be jealous of someone’s possessions, position or power.

2.  Instead of being envious of a learned person, try to learn from him or her and follow
his/her example. An example of the terrible effects of jealousy: jre was jealous of van
and irvt/ He caused a great rebellion among the Jewish people. In the end, jre and his
followers were swallowed alive by the earth.

DESIRE:

1.  The desire for money or physical needs can be a destructive force within a person.
An example of proper desire: thabv vsuvh hcr was a very rich man who had all the
comforts of this world. Before he died, he lifted his ten fingers to Heaven and testified
that he did not take the slightest bit of personal pleasure from this world or desire it for
himself. All of his wealth was used for a higher purpose.

2. A person should be happy with what he has and not constantly desire more and more.

SEEKING HONOR:

1. The love of honor and glory affects a person’s life in a negative way.

2.  Seeking honor is only acceptable when one accepts the honor in order to enhance the
honor of ‘v and His vru,.
An example of the terrible effect of seeking honor:
ogcrh, one of the kings of ktrah hbc, had a great need for honor and glory. He was
afraid that he would lose the respect of the Jewish people when they gathered in the
asenv ,hc for kvev. He was afraid that he would seem secondary to the King of vsuvh,
because he would have to stand with the rest of the Jewish people while the king of
vsuvh sat and read from the vru,. As a result, he discouraged the Jewish people from
going to ohkaurh for the festivals by establishing his own houses of worship, and this
was a very big vrcg.
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There were ten generations from ost to jb  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .jb sgu ostn ,urus vrag
To show them how slow ‘v is to anger  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . uhbpk ohpt lrt vnf ghsuvk
For all those generations angered Him increasingly  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ihtcu ihxhgfn uhv ,urusv kfa
Until He brought upon them the waters of the Flood  . . . . . . . . . . . . kucnv hn ,t ovhkg thcva sg

1.  In order to give people the opportunity to do vcua,, ‘v has patience and does not
immediately punish those who do wrong.

2. ‘v‘s patience does not last forever. Eventually there are consequences for one’s actions.

 vban
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ubhct ovrct was tested with ten trials  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ubhct ovrct vbxb,b ,ubuhxb vrag
And he withstood all of them . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . okfc sngu
This shows how great ubhct ovrct‘s love was for ‘v . . . . . . . . . . ubhct ovrct ka u,cj vnf ghsuvk

 vban ws
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1.  ‘v is constantly testing us in life in order to give us the opportunity to get stronger
and better.

2. The more effort we put in, the more clearly it shows our love for ‘v.

p o i n t s t o p o n d e r
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There are four ways people can approach the house of study . . . . . arsnv ,hc hfkuvc ,usn gcrt
a) one who goes but does not study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vaug ubhtu lkuv
Has the reward for going in his hand. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ushc vfhkv rfa
b) one who studies (at home) but does not go (to the house of study)  . . . . . . . . . lkuv ubhtu vaug
Has the reward for studying in his hand . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ushc vagn rfa
c) one who goes and studies is a pious individual  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .shxj vaugu lkuv
d) one who does not go and does not study (at home) is a wicked person  gar vaug tku lkuv tk

1.  vru, is so important that one is even rewarded just for going to an environment where
vru, is studied.

2. ‘v rewards a person for every step taken in the pursuit of vru,.
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tnh, ic vsuvh says . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . rnut tnh, ic vsuvh
Be bold as a leopard,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . rnbf zg huv
And light as an eagle,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . rabf keu
Swift as a deer,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . hcmf .r
And strong as a lion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . hrtf rucdu
To do the will of your Father in Heaven.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ohnaca lhct iumr ,uagk
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1.  One must be bold and ambitious when serving ‘v/ Don’t look for reasons to be excused
from responsibilities.

2. Be swift and enthusiastic in performing ,uumn.

3. Use your unique character to serve ‘v properly.

p o i n t s t o p o n d e r
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dc dc ic says  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . rnut dc dc ic
Delve into the vru, from all sides and continue to delve into it  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vc ;pvu vc lpv
Because everything is in it;. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vc vkfs
Look deeply into it;  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . hzj, vcu
Grow old and gray over it;. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .vc vkcu chxu
You should never move away from it;  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .guz, tk vbnu
For you can have no better portion than it.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vbnhv vcuy vsn lk ihta
tv tv ic says . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . rnut tv tv ic
According to the pain involved in doing ,uumnw so will be the reward  . . . . . . . . . . trdt trgm oupk
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1. All of life’s wisdom is contained in the vru,.

2. Go beneath the surface to gain the true wisdom of the vru,.

3. People can discover additional ideas each time they study vru,.

4. The more effort you put into your learning, the greater your reward will be.

p o i n t s t o p o n d e r

“hzj, vcu vc vkufs vc lpvu vc lpv”

It is human nature to want to arrive at a conclusion quickly when studying vru,, and to 
examine the text superficially as a result. However, true wisdom and accurate conclusions 
can only be reached when one learns intensely and penetrates deeply below the surface.  
A reexamination of a previously studied topic is especially helpful in revealing new insights, 
because a review forces one to think more intently about the subject in which one is 
immersed.

The Chofetz Chaim used this method of intense study in all of his vru, studies, and  
he examined each topic that he learned in great depth as he tried to come to the correct  
conclusion from the text. The Chofetz Chaim devoted twenty eight years of his life to writing 
the vrurc vban, the classic multi-volume commentary relating to the laws of daily Jewish 
life. One cannot depict the incredible effort that the Chofetz Chaim expended as he sought 
to clarify the laws for the sake of his people. In many instances, he spent weeks and even 
months immersed in a single chapter of the lurg ijka. The Chofetz Chaim truly experienced 
“trdt trgm oupk” His reward for his dedication to vru, studies was to be enlightened by 
‘v and to be granted the ability to understand the vru,/ The culmination of this reward was 
the vrurc vban, considered to be the final word on all matters relating to the laws of daily 
Jewish life.

m i s h n a h i n s i g h t s

AVOSATHON 732-719-1772 I PARSHA@CHAILIFELINE.ORG



He who learns from his friend  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . urhcjn snukv
A single chapter, a single law, a single verse, . . . . . . . . . . . . .wsjt euxp utw ,jt vfkv utw sjt erp
Or a single vru, statement or even a single letter  . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,jt ,ut ukhpt utw sjt rucs ut 
Must treat his friend with honor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .sucf uc dvbk lhrm
As we find that sus, king of ktrah hbc  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ktrah lkn susc ubhmn ifa
Learned only two things from kp,hjt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . sckc ohrcs hba tkt kp,hjtn snk tka
Yet he called him his teacher, his guide and his close advisor.  . . . . . . . . . . ugshnu upukt wucr utreu

1.  The gift of vru, knowledge is so great that we must honor those who teach us even a
little vru,.

2.  Never underestimate a moment of vru, learning, because even a very small amount is
so valuable.

 vban
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Do not seek greatness for yourself  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . lnmgk vksd aec, kt
And do not desire honor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . sucf snj, ktu
Let your actions be even greater than your learning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vag lsunkn r,uh
Do not desire for the table of kings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ohfkn ka objkak vut,, ktu
Because your table is greater than their table . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . objkan kusd lbjkaa
And your crown is greater than their crown  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . or,fn kusd lr,fu
And your Master can be trusted .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . l,kgp rfa lk okaha l,ftkn kgc tuv intbu
to pay you for your work

 vban
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1.  Do not seek greatness for yourself, no matter how much vru, you learn and how many
,uumn you perform.

2.  Do not be tempted by the lifestyle of royalty, because the reward in the World to Come
for a vru, life is greater than anything a king can give you.

p o i n t s t o p o n d e r
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This is the way of vru,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vru, ka vfrs thv lf
Eat bread with salt   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . kft, jknc ,p
Drink water in small measures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . v,a, vruanc ohnu
Sleep on the ground  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . iah, .rtv kgu
Live a life of hardship  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vhj, rgm hhju
But you should still work hard in vru, study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . kng v,t vru,cu
If you do this. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .if vaug v,t ot
“You are praiseworthy, and it is well with you”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .“lk cuyu lhrat”
“You are praiseworthy” – in this world  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vzv okugc - “lhrat”
“And it is well with you” – in the World to Come  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tcv okugk - “lk cuyu”
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1.  A person should not let his poverty get in the way of his vru, learning, no matter how
poor he may be.

2.  A person’s love for vru, should be so deep that he would be willing to sacrifice luxuries
for it.

p o i n t s t o p o n d e r

“lk cuyu lhrat /// kng v,t vru,cu///”

Sometimes, when a difficulty arises, people perform the ,uumn with a feeling of sadness 
and they project an impression of how hard it is to be a Jew.

Rav Moshe Feinstein k”mz, a Gadol Hador of his generation, often spoke of the importance 
of performing ,uumn with a sincere sense of joyness, even when the fulfillment of a vumn 
requires an enormous amount of personal sacrifice. 

Rav Moshe did more than speak of this belief - he practiced it on a daily basis. Rav Moshe 
k”mz would spread out his young son’s clothing on the radiators in the early hours of the cold 
winter mornings, and when his garments were warm, he would dress his son under the covers 
before sending him off to Yeshiva. Rav Moshe minimized the discomfort his son experienced 
while awakening early in his cold room, because he wanted his son to look forward to vru, 
study even though his preparations for learning were difficult. His son associated vru, study 
with the physical warmth of his clothing and the emotional warmth of his father, and Rav 
Moshe thereby successfully instilled in him a love for and an appreciation of ‘v‘s vru,.

Rav Moshe’s own learning reflected this principle as well. He spent many, many hours each 
day immersed in Torah study, awakening at 4:00 a.m. every morning in order to begin his 
learning in the calm, quiet hours before ,hrja. Despite Rav Moshe’s long hours and intense 
study, he once confided that no matter how exhausting his schedule was on any given day, 
he always found great joy in the vru, and never fell asleep while learning. Rav Moshe truly 
internalized the importance of practicing ,umn with joy; the enthusiasm and pleasure that 
he derived from his vru, study genuinely uplifted his spirit and was a complete fulfillment 
of “tcv okugc lk cuyu vzv okugc lhrat”.

m i s h n a h i n s i g h t s
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Great is vru,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vru, vkusd
For it gives life to those who follow it  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vhaugk ohhj ,b,ub thva
Both in this world and in the World to Come  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tcv okugcu vzv okugc

1.  vru, creates a wonderful and enjoyable lifestyle even in this world, for people who
follow the vru,’s way are the happiest.

2.  The study of vru,, plus its application in practice, provides man with a good life both
here and in the World to Come.
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p o i n t s t o p o n d e r

Everything that ‘v created in His world . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . unkugc tuv lurc ausev trca vn kf
He created only for His honor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . usucfk tkt utrc tk
As it says “Everything is called by My name, and I  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  hnac trebv kf” rntba
created it for My honor; I shaped it and I made it.”. . . . . . . . . . . “uh,hag ;t uh,rmh uh,trc whsucfku 
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1. Everything in creation is a tool to see the greatness of ‘v.

2.  If we look at the world properly and do not take things for granted, we can be inspired
by the glory of ‘v.

p o i n t s t o p o n d e r
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